
Genesis 4 

God had regard for Abel’s offering but not Cain’s 
 

Cain’s heart (motivation) is revealed 

 
God gave Cain an opportunity to repent and a stern warning  
 
 
Cain gave in to jealousy and anger and killed his brother 
 
 
God had mercy on Cain  
 

GOD DESIRES OUR HEART NOT ONLY OUR OFFERINGS 
For you do not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with 
a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God you will not despise.  -Psalm 51:16-17   
 
…I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. But this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your 
God, and you shall be my people. …  - Jeremiah 7:22-23 
 
 

 

*Micah 6:7-8, Psalms 40:6 

JEALOUSY IS DANGEROUS  
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice.  - James 3:16  

 

 

For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? -Romans 13:13 



WE HAVE AN ENEMY WHO WANTS TO RULE OVER US  
God’s appeals to us and warns us, we choose 
…be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith… 
-I Peter 5:8  
 
 
 
A way of escape  
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he 
will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it  
-1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
 
 
*Romans 6:7-8, 14, 1 John 1:9,  
 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS MATTER TO GOD 
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  -Matthew 5:23-24   
 
 
 
 
… that we should love one another. We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil 
one and murdered his brother. I John 3:11-12  
 

 

 
DESPITE CAIN’S SIN, GOD WAS MERCIFUL 
…but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. -Romans 5:8 
 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities - 
Psalm 103:10 
 

 
*References for further study or reflection 


