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The Great Commission 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” 
  Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Going: Missionary journeys 
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.    
   Acts 13:1-3 
 
Going: Purposeful action 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can 
anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” 
  Romans 10:14-15  
 
Going: Pushed by circumstance 
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.   Acts 8:1, 4 
 
Motivated by love 
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And 
he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 
way, we do so no longer.  
  II Corinthians 5:14-16 
 
Message of reconciliation 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.   
  II Corinthians 5:18-19 
 
Christ’s Ambassadors 



We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  
  II Corinthians 5:20 
 
Making: Intentional effort 
So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has 
given us. We want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ. That’s why I work and 
struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s mighty power that works within me.   
 Colossians 1:28-29 (NLT) 
“To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.” 
 


